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TEXT: 1 Corinthians 8:3-7  
Today we are going to look at God as a Jealous God. 
Jealousy is like hate – in the proper context is a good thing. 
We hate evil, but we are not to hate one another.  Romans 12:-10 
God is a jealous God. 
Why is God jealous? 

1. He doesn’t want to share His glory with anyone or anything. 
a. Isaiah 42:8  

2. God made this attribute about Him known to the Israelites in reference to idol 
worship. 

a. Exodus 34:12-17  
i. God wanted to protect the Israelites from idolatry so He 

warned them about the influence of the ungodly on the 
Israelites. 

b. God tells the Israelites that His name is Jealous. 
c. When God gave the 10 commandments, He said “You shall not make 

for yourself an idol..”  
i. Exodus 20:4-6  

Who you follow shows to whom you are devoted. 
a. Deuteronomy 6:14-15  
b. God’s name is Jealous!  He is a jealous God! He is a consuming fire. 

i. Consuming fire is an expression of anger and retribution. 
Exodus 24:17; Deuteronomy 4:24; 9:3; Isaiah 29:6; 30:27,30; 
33:14; Lamentations 2:3; Joel 2:5 

c. The punishment for making God jealous is permanent. 
i. Joshua 24:19-20  

d. God’s goodness is counteracted by His Jealousy when you serve 
other gods. 

i. 1 Kings 14:22-26 
e. The mighty Kingdom of Israel was sacked because of their idolatry. 
f. The Lord’s anger was provoked because of this idolatry. 

i. Psalms 78:58 
ii. Deuteronomy 32:21 … 

What is idolatry? 
1. Idolatry is anything that we put ahead of or elevate above God and His 

will. 
a. 2 Corinthians 11:2-3  

i. Notice the words “purity of devotion to Christ”. 
ii. Our devotion to Christ is to be to Him alone. 

b. Covetousness is idolatry 
i. Colossians 3:5  

c. When we desire something more than God, it becomes idolatry. 
d. Jesus gave us a great parable about covetousness, idolatry, putting 

things before Him. 
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i. Luke 14:15-24  
e. What do we idolalize? 

i. Investment - Vrs. 18 
ii. Work – Vrs. 19 
iii. Family relations – Vrs. 20 
iv. The rejection and placing higher importance on other things 

made the master angry. – Vrs. 21 
v. The penalty was severe – they will not taste of my supper. Vrs. 

24 
f. You wouldn’t think of turning down an opportunity to invest and make 

money, but you will turn down and opportunity to go soul winning. 
g. You wouldn’t think of disappointing your parents, but you will 

disappointment Christ by putting selfish desires above him. 
h. You wouldn’t think twice about working addition time to make some 

additional money, but think nothing about staying home when you 
could devote Wednesday evening to church prayer meeting.  

i. I just wonder what God would say about our idolatry?  
ii. Our greatest idol in our lives today is not the object that we 

make to worship and bow down to, but rather the “me” that we 
serve.  

1. 2 Timothy 3:1-2  
iii. It’s the “I”. It’s the “Myself”.   
iv. The great enabler of this is deceitful justification. 

1. What can I say that will justify me not doing what I 
know God wants me to do that will sound good to 
others? 

v. If we think idols don’t exist today, we have been blinded by the 
devil. 

i. When we consider the anger that God has towards idolatry, we should 
be ambitious about finding the idols in our lives and destroying them 
with God’s power. 

How do we get rid of our idols? 
1. Make an honest evaluation of what you really want. 

a. Joshua 24:15  
i. Know what idols exist in your life. 

2. Line up your focus with God’s desire  
a. Matthew 6:33  

3. Avoid those who want to justify your idols. 
a. 2 Timothy 3:1-2  
b. 2 Timothy 3:5  

4. Recognize idolatry as an enemy. 
a. 1 John 5:21 Little children, guard yourselves from idols. 
b. You guard against things that will hurt you. 
c. Understand how hurtful idolatry is so you can keep your guard up and 

keep your eyes focused on Christ. 
 
THE ULTIMATE VICTORY OVER IDOLATRY COMES BY LOVING THE LORD 
YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, SOUL, MIND, AND STRENGTH 
 


