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INTRODUCTION: The book of Jonah is a book that tells us the history of a prophet 
of God being reluctant about going to a city name Nineveh. 
Brief history of the city of Nineveh. 

1. It’s founding 
a. In the first book of the bible, Genesis, we find that the man who 

built Nineveh was a man named Nimrod. 
b. Nimrod was Noah’s great grandson. 

i. Genesis 5:32 Noah fathered Ham 
ii. Genesis 10:6 The son of Ham: Cush  
iii. Genesis 10:8-11 Cush fathered Nimrod; he went into 

Assyria and built Nineveh 
2. It’s size 

a. It was approximately 1850 acres.   
b. It was considered a large city in it’s time 

3. It’s location 
a. It is currently encircled by the modern city of Mosul in Iraq. 

4. It’s rise to royalty 
a. Sennacherib was king of Assyria from 705 – 681 B.C. and Nineveh 

was the capitol city where he lived. 
i. Isaiah 37:37  
ii. It was the center point of King Sennacherib’s reign. 

5. It’s destruction 
a. It’s destruction is for told by God in the book of Nahum who 

prophesied 615 B.C. 
i. Nahum 1:1. 

b. Three years later Nineveh fell to the Medes and the Persians in 612 
B.C. 

Jonah’s origin 
Jonah was a prophet from a place called Gath-hepher 

2 Kings 14:25  
Jonah’s message to Nineveh took place around 755 B.C. as it was 
becoming a major center of power and influence in that region. 
There was a tomb erected in 1365–1366 A.D. to commemorate Jonah 
It was destroyed in the Summer of 2014 by the Islamic State 

TEXT: Jonah 1:1-2 
1. God has a message 

a. “the word of the Lord came to Jonah..” 
i. We listen to what others say based on our assessment of them 

and what they are saying. 
ii. When someone has a record of being true and accurate when 

they speak, if we are wise, we listen.  
iii. The Christian should say, “When God talks, we listen”. 

b. God has a message that he needs proclaimed and the message of the 
book of Jonah is a message from a loving God to a wicked people. 

i. The words God uses is, “their evil has come up before me”. 
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ii. Nineveh’s wickedness had God’s attention and God’s concern 
for the people caused God to tell Jonah to go to Nineveh and 
preach. 

2. God’s uses messengers to reach the sinner that He loves. 
a. Before the flood 

i. Noah - 2 Peter 2:5  
ii. Enoch - Jude 1:14  

b. After the flood 
i. Prophets – Hebrews 1:1 

c. Today 
i. Christ through the scriptures – Hebrews 1:2 

d. The message of God is precious. 
i. Psalms 12:6  
ii. Like silver refined in a furnace 
iii. purified seven times. 
iv. Psalms 19:8  
v. Precepts of the LORD are right 
vi. The commandment of the LORD is pure 

e. It’s the words of Jesus that gives us eternal life. 
i. John 6:67-68  

f. God gives us a message because He doesn’t want any to perish. 
i. 2 Peter 3:9  

g. God calls Jonah to go give a message to Nineveh. 
i. Jonah 1:2  

h. Jonah didn’t want to go to Nineveh so he thought he would run from 
his obligation to God. 

i. Jonah 1:3  
ii. “from the presence of” is a Hebrew idiom for choosing not 

to serve as requested in reference to a responsibility. 
iii. Jonah was saying, I am done being a prophet of God, I am 

going to Tarshish. 
3. As Christians we must run with the message to the lost.  

a. It’s a message for sinners. 
i. 1 Timothy 1:15  

b. It’s a message for all nations 
i. Matthew 28:19-20  
ii. Romans 3:23  

c. It is a message for man’s lost condition. 
i. Luke 19:10  

d. It is a message of salvation by God’s power 
i. Romans 1:16  

e. It is a message of rock solid hope in a faithful God. 
i. Hebrews 10:23  

f. It’s a message of Love. 
i. John 3:16 

g. It’s a gift message 
i. Romans 6:23  

h. It’s a message of equality 
i. 2 Peter 1:1  
ii. Galatians 3:28  

Challenge: Let us hear God’s plea for us to tell others about Christ and 
answer His call that sinners can be saved. 
 


